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GE-Pittsfield Citizen’s Coordinating Council 
Berkshire Community College 

Susan B. Anthony Room 
February 2, 2000 

Meeting Highlights 
 
Prepared by the Massachusetts Office of Dispute Resolution. 
 
Participants 
There were 25 members of the CCC present and four observers. 
 
Introductions 
All members introduced themselves. The proposed agenda for the day was reviewed. 
 
Updates 
 

GE, by Mike Carroll of General Electric 
 

GE provided an update of its work including the ½ mile removal action – as of 
Jan 5th the work in the first 2 cells was completed. The work has been slower than 
expected due mainly to freezing of equipment and an unexpected boiling situation in 
pilings adjacent to 3rd cell of some 66 gallons of dark-oil (DNAPL) heavier than water. 
The spill was identified and  reported to the agencies on the week of January 24th. A four 
foot excavation and manual extraction is being conducted. The spill is considered 
contained. There is no presence of PCB’s in the DNPL. 

When asked about the quantity and origin of the oil, GE answered that it is 
substantial and they are working to determine where it came from and how confined it is. 
They are also looking at the hydrology and geology of the situation. They believe it is 
“coal tar” and not related to GE’s activities. Although they do not know how it got there, 
they believe it is confined.  

There were concerns regarding the depth of the excavation. GE answered that the 
regime requires taking off four feet, removal of the liquid, and evaluating its content.    
Some members considered that a deeper excavation is necessary. In addition they felt that 
a containment ditch should be used as a barrier to other plumes that might be there. There 
was a request to include the issue on next meeting agenda. 

In regards to air quality monitoring, GE reported that it is well below any level 
that requires reporting to DEP. 
 

NRD, by Dale Young of MA Environmental Affairs 
 

The Trustees are preparing a memorandum of agreement that will include 
provisions for public participation. They are also writing a report that includes a response 
in regards to public representation on the council. The Trustees will also be contracting  
someone to help with the supervision of GE’s restoration project. Members of the CCC 
maintained that the goal is to achieve direct citizen participation (not just indirect as in 
the CCC) in the decisions regarding the use of NRD funds, how these funds are allocated 
and the impact of the work. How this direct participation is achieved is open-ended 



D:\Documents and Settings\crowleyc\Desktop\PDFs\ccc_2-2-2000.doc 

(advisory technical group, ex-officio trustee representing citizens or a council similar to 
CCC). Members of the CCC reiterated that Rachel Fletcher should be considered to serve 
on the Trustee council.  
 
Presentation on 20’s, 30’s, 40’s Report, by Brian Olson of EPA 
 

This is one of the first submittals required in the Consent Decree. EPA wants to 
make sure that it is in compliance with the site grid in the CD and that they are not 
missing any areas. GE reported that they are waiting for the information that would be 
gathered in a meeting with ex-GE workers.  

A question was raised regarding buildings 41, 41A and 46 as to whether these 
buildings were tested before they were demolished. Regarding the existence of water 
wells in 41 and 41A, GE responded that the demolition during 97-98 of these buildings 
was a highly regulated process. Regarding the 20’s buildings, noted how the work was 
done, including pouring concrete underneath and on top. Regarding the wells, there are a 
couple of wells that are dead and they will be monitored on 40’s and others in the 30’s 
according with Appendix 9. That monitoring will “cover anything relevant”. 
 
DPH Presentation by John Soderberg, MA Department of Public Health (DPH) 
 

DPH is finalizing the Public Health Assessment final draft (next 2 weeks) and 
will send it to the panel of independent experts headed by Dr. Anderson. Once the panel 
“signs off”, a public meeting will be held within the following 3 to 4 weeks. This is 
projected to happen in the fall of 2000. DPH created a hotline last summer and has sent 
out dozens of screening questionnaires.  228 blood samples have been taken and medical 
records were reviewed last fall. 

Some members of the CCC stated that they were disappointed that DPH has not 
been involved with the CCC for the last 9 months. They also voiced disappointment that 
the promised citizen panel has not been formed. There were also concerns regarding the 
blood study to establish local (Berkshire County) PCB’s background levels. Their main 
concern was that when blood samples were taken in Pittsfield, the levels were 4-8 PPM 
and people were told that these levels were safe. According to these citizens, new 
information shows that these levels might not be safe because some health studies show 
normal levels at 1 or 2 PPM.  

DPH agreed to be present at future CCC meetings and act more proactively.  It 
clarified that it has been meeting with Get Real, students, and existing committee 
members and receiving nominations for the Citizens Group. Regarding the background 
levels, the panel of experts will be addressing this issue. It is difficult to act quicker 
because these experts are very busy .  DPH will try to encourage them to sign-off on the 
assessment sooner. As of today, there are no standards for background levels. Some other 
states have background levels at 6 PPM. EPA stated that they assume this is a non-
acceptable risk. 

DPH will be present at the next meeting to talk in more detail regarding the 
Citizen’s Group, and the other issues raised. 
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Residential Fill Issues: Ad-Hoc Committee Update, by Harry Manasewich, Facilitator 
 

Harry reviewed the work of the sub-committee noting that it had submitted a 
proposal to GE.  GE requested a meeting with the Ad-Hoc Committee on Residential Fill 
Issues. The meeting was scheduled for Monday Feb 7 at 1 p.m.  
 
Presentation of Housatonic River Report (HRI) by Rachel Fletcher 
 

Copies of the restoration plan prepared Housatonic River Restoration, Inc were 
given to the CCC members. Rachel noted that the river cannot be separated from the 
people using it. The report is a collaborative effort. It includes provisions for education, 
river-guardians, accessibility and respect for the river. It advocates the creation of an 
endowment for the river. Rachel thanked the agencies for funding the project. 
 
Year 2000 CCC Agenda Planing 
 

CCC members agreed to review the list of activities and reports included in the 
CD (distributed) and to think about agenda items for 2000. The agenda will be prepared 
at the next meeting based on their input unless it is superceded by a presentation on the 
EE/CA. 

 
Next meeting: March 1, 2000. 

 
To prepare for next meeting: 

Updates: DPH, GE 
Possible 2000 CCC Agenda Items 

 
 
 
 
 
  


